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A. Vexicon Camunist Party 


1. Surin; the first several months of 1948 it was obvious that the decisions and 
the Party lines esta»lished at tie 10th Annual Consress of the llexican Communist 
Party held i: Neveaber 1947 were boin: strictly followed. “oreover it was 
necessary’ for the Party leaders to reestablish confidence in themselves and in 
the Party im ceneral since this confidence had beer: considerably shaken as a 
result of tne expulsion et tre 10th Confress of three menbera of the Central 
Gonmittee, namely, Carlos Sanches Cardenas, Priciliano Almazuer and Alberto 
tunbreras., Accordinjly at all ¢91l meetin:s Party stalwarts were careful to 
point out those respsctsa in whian Carlos Uanchez Cardenas and his group were 
in error and to vindicate tha actions and decisions of the present Party 
ieaders , 


2, 4% vasa not until March of 1948, however, that the purge effected at the 10th 
Annual Conzress was Sormally amounced, The formal statement indieated that 
the following individuals were expelled from Party nembership: 


Varlos Sanches Jardenas. menber of the Central Committee 
Alberto Tumoreras, Seorotars of Lducation and member of the 
Central Cormittee 
Priciliano Almacuer, Secretary of Orcanization and 
member of tre Central Jormittee 
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Gguel Areche Parra, Secretary General of the State 
Commitee of Guerrero 

Alojandro Martinez. Canberos 

Juan Bravo Baquero 


Shortly after the expulsion of the above Party members,-it was annouused 
Ghat the position of Sesretary of Organization left vacant by Priciliano 
Almaguer would be filled by Jorze Fernandez Anaya. 


4s the expulsions from the Mexican Communist Party during the month of 
Harch became more numerous the split within the ranks of the Party crew 
wider and wider. (On 31 Mareh 1948 Alberto Lumbreras and Carlos Sanchez 
Cardenas held a meeting ogen to all members of the Party. to preaent their 
criticisms of the leaders and the policies of the Party. This meeting 

was attended by approximately 150 members and Sanchez Cardenas and 

iaabreras emphasized the inefficiency and corruptness of Dionisio Encina 
and his group and their policy of subservience to goverrmment and 

reactionary forces, In addition to accusing the Party leadership of 
inefficiency and feilure to follow a course which would strengthen and build 
up the PCH regardless of Mexican politics and regardless of immediate ad~ 
vanlazes, Sanches Cardenas ¢riticized the Party's deference to, and support 
of, Vicente Lombardo Tolendanoc and his Partido Popular. They announced that 
their group would in the future publish a biemonthly pertodical entitled 


i] Machete, the first issue of which was to appear on 7 April 1948, 


Tumbreras and Sanchez Cardenas strongly advocated the holding of a 
uatioual plenary session of the Party to which their objections to the 
present Party leadership could be presented and at vhich a majority of 

the Party meribers could tien decide whether or not to continue with its 
present leadership. arly in April 1948 the expelled members of the Party, 
headed by Sanchez Cardenas. organized themselves into a rroup know as the 
Comite Reivindicader del Vartido Conmumista ilexicano, Its leadership was 
composed of the following 


Preaident: | Alberto Lunbreras 
seoretary Generale | Carlos Sanchez Cardenas 
Searetari es: Priciliano Alnafuer 


Juan Gonzalez 

Jesus Bernal 

Hipolito Cardenas 
Alejandro Martinez Camberos 
'ijjuel Aroche Parra 
volores Bravo 

Alvaro iioe Jarra Zenil 
Haril Gil 


Under Seorotaeries s: Manuel Serna 
: Julio Sezoviano 


The Comite Reivindicador pwlished its first edition of El Machete on 

15 April 1948. As wos to be expected, this small two-page newspaper ranted 
on at great lergth in criticism of the leadership of the PCM aceusing it 
of inefficiency and dishonesty. On this same date, 15 April 1948, the POM 
published its own version of El Machete, distributing a newspaper lercer 
in size than that cf the Confte Reivindicador but bearing exactly the sams 
title, The PCI: proper rushed this edition to print in order to protect the 
title El Machete which in years past was the first newspaper ever published 
by the Hexiean Communist Party, The PCM then proceeded to accuse the 
Ganite Reivindicador of placiaris:: of the resistered title of its 
periodical, 
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The Comite Reivindicador continued throuchout the summer attempting to 
recruit new members and for this purpose several of its leaders traveled 
throughout almost all the States: of the Republic. In gite of their claims, 
it is felt that the Comite had little real success in their recruiting 
eampaign. In August of 1948 the Camite joined with the Accion Soclalista 
Unificada (ASU) and enlisted Valentin Campa and Hernan laborde on their 
side, As the result of this wmification and unquestionably because of 
contributions from the ASU, the discontinued Comite publication, El 
lachete, again appeared but under the new name of Noviembre. In this 
“edition Valentin Cempats nane appoared as the Director. However, only 
several editions of Jioviembre were published, and view ny the activities 
of the Somite Reivindicador over the entire year, it can only be concluded 
that its prospects of survivin, and prospering in the future are very 
slight indeed. It is interesting to note, however, that the Canite : 
Reivindicador closely followed the accepted Commumist line and emphasized 
that its quarrel was not with Communism but with the leadership of the 
PCM, 


As early as 19 May 1946 the leaders of the PCM shoved creat apprehension 
as to whether or not the Party would be able to fulfill the official re= 
quirements laid down for registration of a political party in Mexico, For 
this reason a registration assembly was scheduled for 30 May 1948 and 
Specific quotas for recruitment and for financial contributions were as= 
signed to each Individual cell, .The Party leaders resorted to every means 
in their power to stimulate attendance at the registration assembly in 
order that the required number of registrants could be obtained before the 
official deadline whick was 1 June 1948, If compliance with registration 
jaws was not accomplisred on that day, the Party would be precluded from 
participating in the elections for congressmen to take place in July 1949 
and would also be precluded from any other formal a a in Mexican 
political life, 


On 6 Jume 1948 the official reristration for the Federal District of the 
Gomnunist Party was held in. Mexico City, The rezistration continued before 
a notary public throushout the entire day and the Party claimed to have 
registered approximately 1500 persons. However, reliable sources have 
advised that at the most the Party did not register more than 1000 in= 
dividuals and thet ever this firure could not be considered accurate since 
many individuals registered several times under different names, The 
painters, David Alfaro Siqueiros and Diego Rivera, contributed to the 
occasion by short speeches and at the moment that Rivera signed his appli- 
cation for readmission inte the ranks of the Party this faot was announced 
over a loud speaker to the cheers of those presert, At the same time that 
the registration was being held in the Federal District, similar registra~ 
tions were being held in each of the various States of the Republic, 
several of the leaders of the Party, including Fernando G, Cortes and David 
Alfaro Siqueiros, were dispatched from Farty leadquarters to the various 
tate meetings in order to stimulate interest and to resister as many 
members as possible in each State. 


On 30 Jume 1948 the National Recistration Assembly of the Party was held in 
Mexico City, As tho result of this recistration, the PCI! claimed to have 
registered 36,000 members throughout the Republic with the following numbers 
in each States 


utate Number 
Caxaca 7618 
Chiapas 3095 
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State Humber 
Coahuila 2145 
Minaloa 1890 
“‘’aevo Laon 1540 
dalisce 1495 
Durango 1379 
Federal District 1345 
iuerrero 1308 
Yucatan 1305 
Veracruz 1193 
Jueretaro 1127 
Tanaulinas 1107 
jan Luis Potosi 1080 
Aaoatesas 1077 
Tlaxcala, 1076 
Hidalze 1075 
Sonora 1067 
Canpeche 1045 
Acuascalientes 1039 : 
Miohoacan 1025 
loreloa 1023 
fuana justo 1008 


The above statistics are certainly false since it is known that the registra= 
tion ficures were padded and that there was considerable illegal registration, 


As is generally true with Camumist organizations, many meetings were held 
in Nexico during 1948 by all levels of the Party from the Political Bureau 
and Central Camittee dowm to the weekly cell meeting, Towever, perhape 
the most important meetings held were the meeting in commenoration of the 
24th anniversary of Lil's death in January 1948, the Federal District 
neetinz in July 1948, the meeting in celebration of the 29th anniversary 
of the Party held in Sewtember, and the Sth Ordinary Federal District 
Congress held in December. At those meetings which are open to the Party 
in general, the attendance is usually not very great and usually averages 
under 100 spectators. The most noteworthy factor in connection with 
official party meetings held in Mexico during the past year was the 
frequent and prominent attendance of Commumists from other comtries in 
latin America, sone of the most welleknow: of these visitors wore: 

Jlas Roca, Juan Marinel'ilo and Ladislao Carbajal of Cuba; Roberto Morena 
of Brazil, galvador Ocampo of Chile, Celso Nicolas Solano of Panama and 
Nanuel Mora Valverde of Costa Rica, Those individuals did not attend the 
meetinzs simply as cbseirvers or ;uests, but actively participated in 
discussions and plans for the future, Marinello and Roca of Cuba 
particularly exercised a strong influence on the PCM which was certainly 
in need of guidance and inspiration, It is believed that one of the 
primary purposes of Mar‘inello's visit to Mexico was an attempt to 
rejuvenate the Party, to lay down the future Party line and to draw up @ 
work plan, In celebration of the 29th amiversary of the POM in addition 
to other foreign delegates to the Mexican meeting, an American delegate 
named Vax \eiss took an active and prominent part in the proceedings, 


A nost important purge within the ranks of the Party leaders occurred on 

8 December 1948 when at a meating of the Central Committee, Blas Manrique 
was removed from office as Secretary General of the Federal District 
Committees, as Director of La Voz de Mexico and as a member of the Political 
Bureau and the Central Committee, fe was not expelled from the Party, 
however, and had not been at the time of this writing. The expulsion of 
Manrique was a very inportant event in the Mexican Communist Party since 


Seqegeietete wens, 
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he had been one of the most militant and capable loaders during the past 
Several years, Ye vas expelled on the grounds that he was lackiiy’ in 
discipline and was no longer trustworthy, Some cf the suspicion leveled 
onainst him was based on the fact that hig wife, ‘iirian Misky de Nanrique, 
is an American citizen, Manrique's position as Director of la Voz de. 
Mexico vas filled by Manuel Terrazas, formerly leader of Communist youth 
and @ fast rising star in the Mexican Cocmunist Party ranks, 


The Party lire for purposes of propazanda, discussion end speecher’ -ag 
without exception: exactly “hat would be expected from any Communist wry 
in the “estern Henigsphere, As regards national internal affairs of 
Nexico, the corruption ard dishonesty in the present sovernment, the 

high cost of livin, the low salaries of labor, and the inadequate living 
conditions were continually the subjects of propaganda. Efforts of ths 
United States and i'exico to reach an agreement with regard to petroleun 
matters were labeled as direst intervention in Mexican internal affairs by 
the United States capitalists, ifexico had allowed herself to be dominated 
by the United States in cormection with the campairpn to eradicate the hoof 
and mouth disease and in ite participation in the Mavana and 3Jogota 
conferemes .. internationally the loudest outery of the Party was aimed 
against United States inperialigm and domination of Mexican industry and 
Gcononic life, Marshal Tito vas, of course, entirely in the wrong in his 
refusal to abide by the instructions of the Canirform, The Greek people 
wore being foreed apainst their will by Britain and the United States to 
accept, a form of coverrment for which they had no desire. The successes 
of the Chinese troops were heralded as a victory of the democratic peoples 
and as the first indications o° failure of the Marshall Plan, 


During the early part of' February 1948, ar effort was made by the Party 
leaders to stimulate the edusational program which had been undertaken on 
several previous occasions but which had died through lack of interest of 
the Party members, Alberto Lumbreras and Blas Manrique were the leaders 


of lecturers and discussion groups continued for only a few months and then 
ceased because of lack of attendance by the pupils, and often because of 
the failure of the leeturers to make an appearance, The general apathy of 
the majority of the menbers of the PCI is reflected in this failure of the 
educational prozrari. 


Throughout the yeas 1948 one af the PCH's greatest worries has been its 
lack of operating funds, At ever’; meeting without fail the Party leaders 
urged the members to be more prompt and conscientious in the payment of dues 
and in making conts4buti ons, However, the average Party member falls into 
Such a low income bracket that it is easy to understand why the Party had 
$0 much difficulty in raisin; enough money even to continus in operation. 
The only way in which it managed to keap its head above water at all wes 
throurh the funds raised by means of raffles, dances and other similar 
enterprises. One of the beat indications of the Party's dire financial 
Straits is perhaps the intermittent publication of its would«be official 
weekly La Voz de Mexico, An examination of the copies which appeared 
during the past year indicates that only 17 editions in al] were printed 
and that in ons instance a period of ten and one-half weeks elapsed before 
Sufficient funds were raised to finance the next edition, There were other 
lapses of ten and eicht woeks. This interrupted appearance of the Party ts 
newspaper is considered irdicative of the status of the Party finances, for 
there is no doubt but thet Party leaders consider the continuous and 
regular publieatior of the Part) newspaper as one of the most important 
activities of the Party , 
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15, At the end of 1948 the following individuals composed the leadership of 


16, 


whe Lexioan Communist Party 


The Political Bureau 
Dionisio bncita 
Jorge Fernandez Anaya 
Fernando G, Cortes 
Manvel Terrages 


Estela Jimenez. Esponda 


fhe Central Conmittee 
Dionisio Enoina 

Jorge Fernandez Anaya 
Manuel Terraras 

Jesus Lazeano 
Enearnacion Perez 
Fernando G,. Cortes 
Abel Cabrera 

Kstela Jinener Esponda 


Reyes Fuentes Garcia 
Sotere Valdez 
Alberto Martine: 
Tynacio F. Rodrigues 
Jose Montejanc 
leriberto Saucedo 
Grecorio liolina 
Graciano G. Benites 
Juan Pablo Zaijng 
Encarnacio Valdez 
Neron Velazquez 
Devid Serrano 


_ Daniel Esquivel 


J, Gonzalo Bernal 
Eligio Ramirez 
4melia Villalta 
Kiguel Castillo 
Martin Guerra 
Josefina Leon 


Alternates : 
frhiiestsdbiah toledo 


Raymundo Verdesosa 


Antonio Medina 
Ksther Chapa 
David Alfaro Siqueiros 


Jesus Lazcano 

Reyes Fuentes Garcia 
Encarnacion Pereg 
Abel Cabrera 


Secretary General 

Secretary of Organization 

Seoretary of Youth Affairs 

Secretary of Propaganda 

Secretary of Finance 

Secretary of Rural and liorkers Affairs 


Secretary General of the National Block of 
Revolutionary Wenen, and Secretary of 
“onen'g Affairs (Seerstaria Fenenil) 

Sec ty General, State Comittee, Jalisco 


» Tamaulipas 
° . . “ , Guanajuato 
" s dame "  , Sinaloa 
: % 2 » -ichoacan 
ia] Tt t tt seiatae 
ss ? ed "  , Caxaca 


Sec 'y General, State Committee, Baja 
Galifornia lorte 


The Confederacion de Jovenes Mexicanos (CJM), a group of youths consisting 
mostly of students of Communist affiliation, is a member of the ‘orld 
Federation of Democratic Youth, The President of this Confederation is 
Manuel Popoca Estrada and the organization has established a permanent 
office within the offices of the Lexican Communist Party at Calle Atenas 
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47, arins the Continental Youth Coneress sponsored by the ‘orld Pederation 
af Democratic Youth in Mexico City; on 30 April 1948, the CJM acted as 
host to the representatives from the other countries as well as actively 
participatiny in the Congress itself, Salvador If, Gamis Fernandez, 
seeretary General of tho GJ‘, ws the “exican delesate to the “FPDY 
Congress. lanuel Popasa. OE! president, was honorary president of this 
“ongress and delivered the opening addresa of welcome. 


1€, On the eveninrc of 9 July 1948 an anti-United States denonstration was 
etaged in front of the American Embassy in protest arainst the arrival 
<n Rexico of United States Army planes to take part in a search for a 
lost airplane carrying members of the Joint “lexican Anerican Commission 
for the eradication cf the hoof and mouth disease, lMuch of the 
organizing of the stuiest Groups participating in this demonstration 
was done by members of the CJM. This demonstration was of no appreciable 
sonsequence but nevertheless sarwed ag a vehicle for the Commumists to 
2timmlate anti-Amerinan faolire . 


49, Subsequent to the hold ing af the Continental Youth Congress, a minority 
group of the CJ‘ which objected to the strongly leftist character of the 
GJM that was forcefully brought gut by its participation in the Congress, 
publicly proslained its fotention to break away from the CJI! and to 
agid a counter=Congress of Democratic Youth, This Congrese would pre= 
sumably attract the riszhtiet youth of Mexico. Unfortunately, however, 
the counter=Concress was of little impertance and the dissident group ia 
aampletely lacking in leadership end in financial resources, It is 
oxpected, therefore, that this mowamert will be umable to hinder the 
Progress or development of the CJ? 


#0, A general appraisal of the Perty's antivities during 1948 definitely 
leads to the corelusion that the Farty lost rround during the past year 
and at the preaent time is weaker in political influence, in numbers, 
and in organization than it was at the seginning of 1248. The reascus 
Yor this weakeninz and decline of the Party are not difficult to under- 
stand, First of all there were two important schisms within the ranks 
af Party; leaders and, cf course, a most serious blow to the Party 's 
prestige was its failure to be registered as an official Party by the 
Mexican covernment in spite of the fact that three other minority parties 
wore given official recornition, ‘The Aleman Government has certainly 
"ol encouraged or assistad the Party in any way and in certain instances 
238 hindered Party activities by Jjeiling certain of its leaders pricr to 


4ife durins the next year appear most slight unless sone drastic change 
eccurs in the Party make-up which cannot be foreseen at this time, 


By Foreign Communist Party Officials in Mexico During 1948 


#1, During the year 1948 thare vas an appreciable increase in the activities 
and influence of leadin; foreign Communists in Mexico, The most in~ 
portant foreicn Comminists to visit Mexico during the year were Blas Roea, 
duan Marinelle, and Ladislaa Carbajal of Cuba; Roberto Morena of Brazil; 
»alvador Ocampo Pastena of Chile 3 Solso Nicolas Solano of Panama; and 
Manuel Mora Valverde of Costa Rica. 
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#2, Fron the i:formation available it is clear that Juan Merinello and Blas 
Roaa, President and Secretary General respectively of the Partido 
Sosialista Popular (Cormmmist Party) of Cuba, came to Mexico City for 
the purpose of imparting to the leaders of the Miexican Communist Party 
the plan to be followed in the reorganization and rejuvenation of the 
Party. During a series of conferences which took place in the htter 
part of September and the first week in Oetober 2948, they apprised the follow. 
ing Party leaders of the propasanda line to be followed in their respective 
countries with regard to major international isswess 


Celso Nicolas Solano, Seoretary General of the Partido del Pusblo 
(Commmist Parti) of Panama: 


Selvador Carpio, Secretary of Organization of the Commist Party 
cf El Salvadors 


Roberto Mayorga, formerly a member of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Argentinas 


tianuel liore Valverde, Seeretary General of the Partido Vanguardia 
Popular (Cormunist Party) of Costa Rica: 


Dionisio Breina, Secretary General of the Mexican Communist Party, 


23. During the early rart of September l!grinello, accompanied by the Mexican 
Cormunist fellow traveler, Narciso Bassolr salled on former President 
Lazaro Cardenas and delivered a letter frat. certain Cuban intellectuals, 
in this letter Cardanas was requested to convoke 4 congress in favor of 
peace which would be attended by intellectuals and liberals from the 
iatin American republics. Later Cardenas agreed to take a leading part 
in the congress, vhich is tentatively scheduled to take place in Mexico 
City in March 194€ and ‘is knovn as the "Conferencia Americana pro Paz y 
Democracia," 


24, Marinello and Recs departed fer Havana in the early part of dctober 1945, 
in November Dionisio Encina went to Havana to attend the Congress of the 
Partido Socialiste Popular, Here again he was in contact with Marinello 
and Roca and received further instructions fron them, He returned to 
Mexico City in the latter part of lavenber, and during the Plenary Session 
of the Central Carnittes of the “lexican Camunist Party which took place 
in Mexico City frea 4 through 10 December the instructions previously © 
received fron the Cuban leaders vere passed on to the members of the 
Central Committee, 


25, Present at the Plensry Session of the Central Committee of the PCM was 
ladislao Carbajal, 2 leader of the Cormumist Party of Cuba, who arrived 
in Mexiso during tie early part of Decenber i948, His mission was to 
assist the local Party in carrying out the instructions previously re= 
esived, The instructions, emanating originally from Marinello and Roca 
and made known to Mexican Commmnist Party leaders during the Plenary 
Sesaion of the Mexican Communist Party were implemented during the Fifth 
Ordinary Congress of the Federal District Committee held in Mexico City 
fron 17 through 19 December 1948 and were placed in the form of resolutions 
on the basis of which tha activities of the Party will be direoted during 
the current year. Carbajial is in ‘iexieo at the present time, 
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Of perhaps more far-reaching impartance was the directive to all Latin 
American Communist Parties which was drawt up during this period on in= 
structions from “erinelle, The directive, as it applied to the Mexican 
Communist Party, called for the formation of espionage groups composed of 
trusted Party members who ware to supply complete information regarding 
the activities of any froups opposed to the Communist Party. 


Roberto Liorena, a leading member of the Communist Party of Brazil and a 
nember of the Central Committee of the confederacion de Trabajadores de 
ja Anerica Latina (OTAL), arrived in Eexico on 23 ‘arch 1948 to attend the 
Third Congress of the CTAL. It was during: this Congress that the idea of 
pronotins a Communist dominated " oro=peace" conference in Mexico City 
orisinated, and vhen Morena departed from Mexico on 20 August 1948 he 
embarked upon a tour of certain latin Anerican countries to organize in 
Sach country a local cannittea which would seb ot delegates to the con- 
ference, In preparing the groundwork for the " pro-peace" conference 
Morena has been more active than any other Communist Party leader, and 

it is believed that he has been assicned this as his primary task, 


Salvador Ceampo Pagsene, a #® ading Chilean Communist and member of the 
Central Committee of the CTAL, 1a primarily ocoupied at the present tine 
working on behalf o* the CTAL and Vieente Lonbardo Toledano, This ig 
substantiated by the fact that, when he arrived in Bogata, Colombia, fran 
Venezuela in January 1948, he had in his possession an outline of the 
labor and political movements of Mexico and a CTAL memorandum concerning 
the then current labor situation in Mexico, In addition, when he was in 
Mexico City in the summer of 1948, he spent a large part of his time et 
the GTAL offices and was a prominent participant in all CTAL meetings, 


Calso Nicolas Solano, Secretary General of the Partido del Pueblo 
(Communist Party) of Panama, arrived iv Mexico City from 3alboa on 

23 September, The ostensible Purpose of Solano's visit was to give a 
series of lectures nt the Universidad Obrera on the subject of the 
problems of Panama, Althouch it ig known that Solene did deliver one 
tecture at the Universidad Obrera on 7 October, it is believed that this 
Served only to obscure his real Durpose in comine to Mextac City, It 

is believed that So‘anets real object was to confer with Vicente Lombardo 
Toledano with rerart te the labor situation in Panama, This belief is 
substantiated to sone extent by the fact that while in Mexico City he 
visited the offices of the CTAL on at least five occasions, “ith one 
exception these visits lasted for more than two hours, and on one of the 
visits he was accompanied by Dionisio Encina, Secretary General of the 
Mexican Communist Perty. 


During Solano's visit to Mexico City he went almost over, day to the 
headquarters of the Mexican Commmist Party, where he was in conference 
with the leaders cof the Party. It is known.that on four occasions he 
visited in the home of the Costa Rican Communist refuges, Manuel Mora 
Valverde, Solano departed on 9 October for Balbos., 


Manuel Mora Valverde, Seorstary General of the Partido, anguardia Popular 
(Commmist Party) of Costa Rica, arrived in Mexico City on 3 ‘ay 1948, 
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Although a leading Communist from this area, it is not believed that Manuel 
Lora has taken an important pext in Comaunist Party activities; 1t is bee 
lisved that his presence in lexico can be attributed primarily to the fact 
that he was expelled from Costa Rica as a result of the successful revolve 
tion brousht about by Jose Fisueres, It has been reliably reported that 

aS soon as the political situation in Costa Riea permits it he will return 
to San Jose. 


Go Spanish | Communist Part a5) Hexico 


525 


544 


The main activities of the Spanish Communist Party during 1948 consisted in 
the pronulratich of “peace proparanda,” encouragement of labor agitation, - 
and active participation in furthering Lexican leftist organizations, The 
main impression they have given is that their activity has become increas- 
ingly less, and in tneir communications with the Party headquarters in 
Paris it is possible to observe a crowing frustration and querulousness as 
&® consequence. 


During the year 1948 the financial resources of the Party underwent a scon~ 
siderable decline which resulted in greater delays in the appearance of the 
Party organ, Espana ?o Popular. However, they were able to retain at least a 
triemonthly pub locties eae. In this periodical the main subject matter was 
always confined to encouragins anti-Franco propazganda and giving publicity 
to the political “orimes" of the Franco government against Communist agents 
apprehended by the Security Pdlice. A noisy campaign to solicit funds for 
the sid of these Communist «usrrillas resulted in the sum of 58,769 pesos, 
according to one source, From another, however, it was learned that the 
Party directorate in Paris was dissatisfied with the amount of money received 
by the campaign in Lexice, 


In the international field, the Spanish Communists followed the traditional 
line and took edvantages of every opportunity to play on anti-American 
sentinent and encourage all Mexican organizations which are attempting 

so thwart desicns to bring the United States and Mexico into closer 
economle activity, particularly with respect to the all-important problem 
of petroleum, The impression is left that in this regard the Spanish 
Gomiumist Farty acts as a cheer leader, lustily urging the others on in 
the fight against American inperialism, 


Probably the most inveresting single activity was their systen of reporting 
to France on a more or less monthly basis, discussing developments in 
Mexican political, social and cconomic life, These reports demonstrated a 
definite communications service between Hlexico City and Paris, and several 
of them indicate thas they were written in response to specific information 
requests from Party officials in France. They also reflested the directive 
given the Party by Juan iarinello, discussed in paragraph 26. On the other 
hand, these information letters disclose that the authors (usually Felipe 
Arconada and Ricardo Castellote) are far from objective in their observa~ 
tions and often leap to erroneous conclusions through incomplete information. 
These reports usually elaborate the success of local leftist groups as well 
as the role played in their suceess by the local Spanish Communists, 


Another aspect of the Commmist program during the year was that of frengied 
attempts to counteract a strea@e of pro-Franoo propasanda which appeared in 


the rightist “exican press. The Franco regime had sent imumerable envoys 
during the year to Mexico, attempting to intensify commercial and cultural 


Dr a 
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relations between the two countries, The local Spanish Communiats! efforts 
were not notably successful, and their indignation reached one of its high 
points when a Franco envoy, one Jose Gallostra, Spaniah Ambassador to 
Bolivia, was able to cause the disaffection of Adolfo Alvarez-Buylla y de 
Lozana, Counsellor of the Spanish Republican Embassy in Hexfeco City and a 
career diplomat who has served the Republican Government ever since its 
formation, — 


37, Another main vehicle for the propaganda activity, besides Espana Popular, 
was the Communist front organization, the Federacion de Organismos o 
Ayuda a la Republica Espanola (FOARE), during: the year, this agency held 
several auctions, public ie ctures, demonstrations, eto., +o propaegandize 
the Republican cause and the suerrilla warfare in Spain, and to obtain 
money for renittance to Europe to subsidize and increase these anti~Franco 
activities. However, the tempo of the activity has been on a steady 
decline since the beginning of 1948 and the end of the year saw the FOARE 
iu-a nearly bankrupt condition, Reports o2 the activities of the FOARR 
dealt mainly with their efforts to increase membership and stimulate their 
financial resources, 


D. Lambardo Toledano and International Conmunist Avsivities 
nena en Renn TU LV CLO 


their political objectives, propaganda line and operational techniques are 
identical with those of Publicly known Camunist units, In this group it ig 
necessary to review the activities of certain prominent leftist labor 
leaders, certain labor unions » youth croups and she leftist party, the 
Partido Popular. ‘The recognized leader of this group is, of course, Vicente 
Lombardo Toledano. is activities, with their atiendant successes and. 
failures, are probably the most important from the. point of view of this 
review, 


39, After more than two yeers of preliminary organization, Lombardo realised 
his desire of forming en independent Marxist politival party which would 
nave the role of "friendly" opposition to the Partico Revolucionario 
Institucional (FRI), with ite main task being that cp coustantly further= 
ing the aims of the Revolution of 21910, Thus, on 3] August 1948 the 
Ministry of the Interior recognized the newly created Fartido Popular ag 
a legal, national political 6utity, On 20 June 1943 the National Assembly - 
of the proposed party met in the Federal District and drew up the 
program and elected the National Committees. A reviuw of these naneg 


40, Its activities during the year have been noisy and, like the Communist 
parties, its members have taken advantage of every opportunity to further 
their proparanda line, Besides organizing their om utate meetings, an 
active youth seotion, known as the Juventud Popular, jas been created, 

tours have been undertaken by many of the leading firures of the National 
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Committee and the party has completed plans for entering candidates in the 
ecming congressional elsotions, The party li = continues to be that of 
peintin; out sovermment errors, failures to carry on a revolutionary social 
and economic policy, anj an uncempromisinc opposition te the aims of the 
United States foreign policy. In short, because of its relatively greater 
importance and strength than its Communist brothers, it has been far more 
successful in keeping tre Kremlin line in the public eye and has certainly 
aroused a far greater amount of anti-American sentiment, vhich on several 
occasions during the year reached considerable proportions owing to 
political events, This was particularly noticeable during the "braceros" 
incident, the devaluation of the peso, the "aftosa plane crash" incident, 
and reports of petroleum corversations, It has alao been an active 
propaganda force for international, Communist-sponsored meetings, such as 
the Congress of Intellectuals held in Poland, the several Youth Congresses, 
ineluding the one heh in Mexico, and the proposed Congress in Favor of 
Peace to be held in Mexico in 1949. 


Another success of Lombardo Toledano during the vear was the holding of 
the Third Congress of the CTAL in March of 1948 in Mexico City. As reported 
at that time*, a large number of Latin American Communists attended and 
asveceeded in domimting the proceedings. ‘In fact, 50 per cent of all 
attendine delegates, fraternal delegates and observers were known or 
suspected Cormunista, Of the actual delegates, 63 per cent were of this 
category, The decisions reached during the reetings held at this time 

nave since been implemented in various ways throughout latin America, 
Perhaps the most important cne from the point of view of American strategic 
interest was the decision to conveke a Latin American petroleun conference, 
which will be discussed below, , 


The Congress served also as an opportunity for these Communists and their 
sympathetic fellow labor leaders to hold a continental meeting wherein 
many Longestanding problems and questions could be discussed and resolved, 
It also served as a staff meetinr to devise proparanda prosedure particu= 
larly aimed at enrollin: Latin American labor in its ranks and to provide 
the broad outline for internal labor policy for each attending national 
federation, These decisions were slanted to include the Communists Line of 
creating a "peace front," as well as. aggressive opposition to waremongering 
and imperialism which were preventing the forward march of the Latin 
Amerisan working classes, 


More importantly, certain resolutions were passed which were to provide 
the different national syndicates with bases for complaint acainst 
foreign economic activities in their countries, and wich vere to prove 
to be occasions for labor agitation, The most important of these affected 
the petroleum industry, In many ways, the Third Conjress of the CTAL was 
a highlight in the activity of Camaunists and their ‘sympathizers for the 
year 1948, It is not believed that at any other period in the year were 
so many importené and influential Communists of the hemisphere gathored 
together in one meetins for consultations and discussions, 


Another important international meeting which was sponsored and arrary ed 
by the CTAL was the First Corrrese of Latin American petroleum Vorkwrs , 


which was held in fampico, Mexieo, in the latter part cf September 12948, 
As in the case of the CPAL Congress, this congress of Petroleum “orkers 
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brought to llexico many leading Communists from the countries conserned ; 
that is, Venezuela, Peru, Colom>ia, Eeuador and yexico. Although the idea 
o. holding such a continental meeting of petroleua workers dated from the 
Second Comress of the CTAL held in 1944, it was not until 1948 that it. 
could be realized, 


In many respects the Petroleum Conzress was an example of the application 
to the petroleum i-dustry of broad policy outline which was determined 
during the course of the CTAL Congraas held earlier in the sane year, 
While the CTAL Con;ress urged labor to unite in the fight for peace and 
deny sid to the war-mongering, imperialist powers, and other like 
generalities, the ‘anpico Conzress penetrated to a definite progran of 
action with respeot to what is perhaps the most Strategically important 
raw material industry in Latin America, 


To summarize briefly, the Conpress drew up a program of action which 
included : 


&@o A Gall fer standardization of working conditions, to inelude 
atandardizinog wases in terns of purchasing power, company benefits 
{such as hospitalization, retirement, pensions ), 


b,. Abolition of discrimimtion between foreign (usually skilled) labor 
and local (usually unskilled) labor, This discrimimtion was to 
be avolished particularly in the field of salaries and living con= 
ditions, 


Go Agitation for curtailment of export af "national wealth" and increase 
in its internal utilization, (In these discussions the Congress 
became illogically nationalistie to the point of ignoring possi- 
bilities of the internal consumption, as well as the purchasing power 
represented by the export of "national wealth." ) 


d, Agitation designed to bring about expropriation of all of11 resources 
in the countries represerrted at the Conzress, 


Besides these resolutions. the delegates at the Congress = or, more 
specifically, selected delezates = attended certain secret sessions at 
which certain supplementiary ard additional resolutions were taken, These 
ine luded : 


a. the attempt to create a Continental Federation of Petroleun Yorkers , 
3. A commitment to “sell” the idea of oil expropriation = with Venezuela 
ag ilo, 1 priority + in their respective countries, 


So ‘to oppose Latin American support of any war between the United States 
: and the Soviet Union. 


d. fo draw up a pian, as applicable to each country, to instigate sabotage 
in the last resort to prevent hree-scale use of the petrolewn resources 
os’ latin Anerioa by the United States, 


@, to wage a ceaseless propaganda war within their respective spheres of 
influence alom: the lines established by the CTAL Congress, namely, 


that of a pro=peace movement and the economic development of Latin 
America. 


quem eietaiae 
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48, The fact trat this Congress was attended by many of the most important 
Vormunista within Letin Aneriean petroleum unions 3ives added importance to 
the decisions cited above. From one point of viey, this Consress may be 
said to be aimed more danserously at the United States than any other 
international meeting held in ‘the Vestern Hemisphere during the year 1948, 
This allezation is based on the realization that the entire procéedings 
were directed toward the end of deprivin;: the United States of important 
petroleum resources within the “emisphere. 


49. It micht also be said that, in certain instances, attendin; delesates 
could nol in freat measure be considered spokesmen for petroleun 
syndicates in their countries. ut, on the other hand, it must also be 
realized that should tiey control only a handful of disciplined followers, 
they are in a position to thraaten United States interests in these countries, 
Sabotaze is never a policy which envisares wholesale public participation 
for its success. 


50, Anothor result of the Third Con; ress of the CTAL was the Latin American 
Youth Congress, sponsored by the turld Federation of Democratic Youth 
(“FDY), held in Mexico City at the end of April 1948, Through the various 
GTAL entities and affiliated youth groups, the Youth Consress was attended 
by delegates fron eloven countries within the Hemisphere, as well as 
delesates fron France, Spain, and Yuroslavia, In every instance the | 
dominating element of the different dele;ations was composed of Commmist 
Youth groups, 


vl. “hile preceded by noisy propa;anda, the Congress itself made little ime 
pression within Mexico, and certainly did not sueceed in organizing larre 
groups of Mexican youth for affiliation with the “FDY, ‘fhe youthful 
delegates proved themselves apt imitators of the Communist propaganda 
line, and repeated the usual charges against Anglo-American imperialist 
desijsns, 


52, Its one important result within l’exico was to provide the basis for the 
formation of the Juventud Popular, adjunct of the Partido Popular, whose 
activities are described.avove., This Communist front youth group is 
prebably more videly representative of liexican youth than its predecessor, 
the Confederacion de Jovenes Mexicanos (CJl!), 


Labor 


532 In the field of Mexican labor activities, Lombardo and his followers 
suffered some defeats ard, in a small measure, succeeded in regaining 
vheat ther had lost. 


54,  Lonbardo vas expelled by the vary organization that he had created, the 
Cor federacion de Trebajadores Mexicancs (CTL), which left hin in the 
embarrassing positien of being a labor leader with no organized labor 
Group supportins hin, Ue immediately set about to repair this situation, 
and in-order to achieve seme measure of success, ho approached some of 
his former enewies such as Luis Gomez Z. and Valentin Campa of the 
Railroad is#orkers Union, which was organized independently from the CT, 
He also contacted tke other independent industrial unions, namely the 
Hiners, Petroleum “crkers and Eleetricians Unions, He attempted to 


inuhinatielimalin T, 
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convince them that these many fraguents of organized labor could, if they 
chose, join their forces. presuvably wider his leadership, in order to 
create a nev labor federation in opposition to the CTI. Te also suaranteed 
that he would be able to brin: about many defectiona from the CTI! and 

these jroups would also be incorporated into the proposed new federation, 


The first step forward was the signing of a "solidarity pact” at the end 
ef January 1943, octwoen tho Jtiners, Petroleum and Railroad ‘orkers Unions. 
This »vact v.as a ver: loose form of association, and merely comvromised its 
sisners to nutual support. The next step was to bring pressure to bear on 
the Llectricians Union. but they failed compk tely in their efforts to 
associate this impertant syndicate, orebably because of the independently 
mbitious character of its Secretary General, Juan Rivera Rojas. However, 
as the year progressed it becane apparent that the other three ayndicates 
had been committed to at least the attempt to orranize the new federation. 
in the middle of the year several talks were held between leaders of the 
sevarate factions, as well as with Lomberdo, Narciso Bassols and Enrique 
tamirez y Ramirez, The corfMeting ambitions of these leaders prevented 
an early asreament., 


Lombardo's coutribution was the for. ation of the Alianza de Obreros y 
Campesinos de Lexico, a relatively insi;nificant organization containing 
mainly coffee and sugar canraworkers, controlled by Vidal Diag Uunoz, a 
close associate of Lasbardo'sa. A few other state syndicates resigned 
their alleviance to the CTI. and pledged support to the Alianza, but in 
terns of nurbers of vorlers enrolled in the organization, these events 
‘were. of minor importance, 


The proposed new labor j'ederation would be controlled by very leftiat labor 
leaders. The vievs o” Lonbardo are vell knowns Luis Gonez Z. is considered 
a leftist and a puppet, to some extent, of Valentin Campa, former Communist 
officials bulalic Ibanez, of tha Petroleum Vlorkers Union, is a left wing 
radical; Aguatin Guzman, of the Niners Union, is considered sympathetic 

to Cormunisr:; and Vidal Diaz Munoz is an out-andeout Lanbardista, The 
real importance of this proposed labor federation lies in the industries 
which vould then be controlled by these leftists, hile the CTI! is 
organized on a shop basis, mueh as is the AFofL, these syndicates are 
organized om industry-wide bases, much in the fashion of the ClO. These 
three syndicates could raralyze “exican econonie life if, in strong unity, 
they chose to do so. : 


The plans for this union vers interrupted by the crystallization of a 
hostile attitude on the part ef the Mexican {overment, Vorking through 
devious channels, the ..cvernnent was able to suborn tue recently elected 
Seoretary General of the Railroad ‘orkers Union, Jesus Diag-de Leon, who 
proaplly charged Gomez 2, with nisappropriation of wien ‘funds, The charge 
was followed by the seizuro of the syndicate's headquarters by Lfollovers of 
Jiaz de Leon, This took place ir early October, A few days following the 
char5es, Gorez 2. waa arrested by the Federal Police, formally charzed with 
emoezzlorent, and placed in prison pendin; trial, At approximately the 
same tine, the economics siaos which was prevailing in the nationalized 
railroads of iiexico prompted the cpovernment to draw up a new working con- 
tract, under vhich the Railroad “orkerg Union lost control of the running 
of the railroads and many of the ovher pains which they had made in the 
years since the Revolution. ‘hese signs were clearly understood by the 
Jaber leaders in question, and by the end of the year no further progress 
had bsen made in the formation of a new federation vhich would control these 
vitel Mexican industries. 


sR 
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59. fo compete the labor victure, it might be noted that, although there vere 
severc,. important strikes in the begiming of the year and in the early 
sprirs, as tho year wore on labor, althourh restive, remained fairly quiet 
Jesp’ve loud Communist urcin: that their interests vere not being con= 
sidered and they should unite to force sovernment measures to control the 
ining gost of livinr, to begin a prorran of adequate housings, etc, The 
Nexiean Communist Party in partieular hes styled itself the defender of 
wabor, ard in the early days of the strikes its members participsted in 
eha picketin:, distributed handbills, and served coffee and sandwiches tc 
strikers, These: efforts ret with completely negative results, and the 
Mexican laborers continued to rely on their present leaders and syndicates 
to handle these probloms for them. 


60, In the real: v2 miscellaneous comment. it should be noted that such front 
and leftist organizations as tie Aceion Socialista Unificada (ASU) and the 
Union Vemoscraiica Centroamericana were not at all activo, The ASU's only 
noteworthy acvivity was in foinin, forces with the dissident group of the 
exican Cormvnist Party headed by Carlos Sanchez Cardenas, in an effort 
oO weaken th: status of the leaders of the Party with whom the ASU is in 
sorplete dis iwreement. 


Gi. {n all of the Central Averican activities noted in Mexico during the 
year, pertivularly taosea vith respect to revolutionary plotting and arms 
amuggling, «nere was no indication of any important Coumunist complicity... 


Ga, ‘thin the "exican sovernnent itself, Cormunisn remains a very weak force 
and is fouid mainly in the Seeretaria de Educacion and other educational 
groups led by Gaudoncio Poraza, ar. ardent pro-Soviet and Communist. There 
ware several isolated vrotesta om the part of small croups of teachers 
which conplained that many of tha textbooks currently used (which, in= 
cidentall,, vere dravm up main... durinc the Cardenas recine) are Commnist 
in bias a.ui barnful to “exican teaching, Towever, despite the little 
publicit) these protests received, nothin: has been done to eradicate 
iowing ‘eferences to State Socialism vhich are found in some of these 
cextB, 


#, Soviet and Satellite Diplowstic \issions 


63. Soviet Urbasay, ‘fhe past year witnessed an unusually large turnover among 
officials ani omploveos aceradited to the Soviet diplomatia mission in 
“exico; many of the vives ard almest all of the childrer. of these officials 
aid enployees were transferred to Russia, The reason for the recalling of 
the of ficere and ompleyaes is not. known. It is believed, however, that 
the childrer vore sont vo tussia in order that they misht attend school 
in their natlve country. but the possibility also exists that the Soviet 
fovernment f1lt taal their cfficial representatives abroad vould be muecn 
less likely .o defect i” their immediate family was livin;; in Russia, 


64. There is set forth belo: a liat of the persons who departed, together with 
their port o:' departure. date of departure, and method of travel: 


Ivan ‘.umarian, Second Secretary, with his wife, Mariya, and 
two winor children, Tatvana and Mikhail, departed on or about 
15 Frbruary by train for Laredo, Texas, and New York City 

ta gabark for Russia, : 


Re 
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Viktber RN, Glhebov. Avsashe, with his wife, Klavdiya Gloteva, 
departed on cr about 10 April by train for Laredo, Texas, 
and Lew Yoric Gite to anhark for Russia, 


she followin: perso::s danarted at the port of Coatzaccaleos, Mexico, on 
e ekne aooard tha lersnal Govorov en route to iusgia: ° 


ye, 


Jyird Secretary. with his wife, Lyubov, 
dren. Tatyana and Olea, 


Herc el G. Lahti: 
and two minor o47 


sarvele Trusova (fe of Col, Aleksandr V. Trusov. Hilitery 
Aiteshe) and miner dau ter, Zova, 7 


astesiva auvareva (vite of Lt. Col. Ivan A. Zubarev, Asst, 
vary atbeche i and miner daughters Tatyana, Yelena, Lidiya 
Hataliya. ; 


“Oli Kurnetsey (orcharly toe minor son of Ivan V. 
Kugretsov. athache ), : 


f Sot Fo aq ” 7 Se cgi he ee 2 
iidaye Ghervekove, probe>ly the teacher of children at the 
voviet umbassv . 


Jeanstte Lutsik (nrobabl. the dauchter of Petr Aleksandrovich. 
Lvtsik, emplcvee, | 


owetlana Ryzhkov, also srelled Ryzhkova (probably daughter of 
Adeksandr Rvzhkev. an-l@-ee), Cas ee ; 


the followin: persors Jenarted on the ship WITTRI DONSKOY from Procross 
eG, on 2] duly er rerha te Vussias ° ° 


oe 


“eodor Sercauvevien 


EO ; mekov. emoloyee, and his wife, Antoniya 
Waskova, and tea miner abtiidren..Fema and Olea 
SS es mi tha 


Tanara Lfimerlo (ceuchher of Feador v. Nfimenko. emploves) 


Heeterina Tvaceave 
qe 


“Abs ipova (wife of Pavel l'ikhallovich 
OV. Sr levecs: sno tro miner ehildran, Galina and Yuri 
" ve hl e418 9 oP % 


Dae followings nersans der 
iG ILARSNAL USFARKOV en re 


oeted on 3 Ausust et tho port of Tampico aboard 
te ka degra s 


ota liye Vasilveriea évatkera (wife of Gri-ori avatkov, eme 
ployee) and ber two minor children, 


Nara ‘ : (wife of Vesild Sercovevich Shurupov, 
ded Seeretarw) ad her imo miner children. : 


4s Fadorovna Cankretova (vife of Pankrater, elerk) and her 
WHO Tnor dauchhers and minor son. | 
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68 Yuri S, Sokolov, Conmercial Attache, departed on 11 September aboard the 
VARSHAL GOVORGV at the port of Progreso en route to Russia, Tig wife, 
na Sokolova, and rinor child, Konstantin, departed aboard the ADMIRAL 
USHAKOV during the latter part of December at the port .of Progreso en 
route to Russia. 


&9, The following persons departed on 15 September aboard the MARSHAL COVOROV 
et the port of Coatzacoaleog en route to Russias 


l&, Col, Ivan A. Zubarev, Assistant Military Attache, 
tariya Ilyukina, Translator, 


70, As of the date of this writing the following is the list of Russian 
diplomats duly accredited to the Mexican Foreign Office: 


4fleksandr N. Kapuetin, Ambassador 

Aieksandr V. Trugov, !ilitary Attache (Colonel) 
Foodor V. Drenor, Asst, Military Attache (Lt. Colonel) 
serafim V. Dunin, Third Secretary 

Vasili S, Shurupov, Third Secretary 

Ivan ¥,. Kuznetsov. Atteche 

Georgi E, Balan, Asst, 1'ilitary Attache (Captain) 


71, The Instituto de Intersanbio Cultural Hexicano~Ruso, which was founded in 
Lay 1944 at the suggestion and with the financial backing of the former 
soviet Ambassador, Constantin Oumansky, continues to be the most valuable 
medium for propazanda for the Soviet Embassy, “ith the assistance of such 
isading Mexican Conmunists and sympathizers as Luis Chaves Orozco, Jose 
Mancisidor, Victor Manuel Villasenoe » Diege Rivera, David Alfaro Siqueiros, 
et al, the Institviois active in promoting exhibits of the works of 
liexican or Russian painters and lectures by well know: artists on such 
subjects as “Lenin in Art." In addition, almost every month the Instituto 
purchases books and ma;azines, partioularly the woskly Tiempo, for forwarding 
to the VOKS office in the Sovist Union. 


72, Gultura Sovietioa, the monthly magazine of the Instituto under the direec- 
tion of Lats Cordova, is devoted almost entirely to articles written by 
Russians on the arts, scienco. industry and agriculture of the Soviet 
Union, This magazine is well done and is well received by Mexican leftist 


intellectuals. 


75, %It is believed that during the yeas 1948 the activities sponsored by ths 
instituto declined semevhat. This was partly due to the fact that in 
tae early part of the year Luis Chavez Orozco, President of the Instituto, 
was in bad health and therefore not active in ita behalf. It was also due 
to the fact that Viotor 'anuel Villasenor, Secretary General of the Bard 
of Directors of the Instituto, was devoting his time to the affairs of the 
Partido Popular, 


74. Tne Polish lecation, The Polish Legation in Mexico City was the most active 
¥] diplanatic 


of th misaions representing the Eastern European countries, and 
from a public point of view was even more active than the Soviet Hubassy it- 
self. 
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Because of the character and personality of the i.inister, Jan Drohojowski, 
the Polish diplomatic mission was very prominent in all social and cultural 
events which took place in Mexico City, Such activity was, indeed, the 
assence of the mission of the Polish Lezation in the opinion of the 
Winister, who felt that constant cultural and propaganda activity would 
bring about the most effective advancement of Polish interests in texico. 


Nowever, Josef telxer, First: Secretary, differed with this conception 

and it was known that in his opinion the Legation should become an 

active force in furthering the leftist political interest of Mexican 
parties, labor uniors, associations, and publications. Following the 
visit to Mexico of Stefan 'ierbowski, Secretary teneral of the Polish 
dinistry of Fereiz.: Affairs, ‘elker's position soon appeared to be 
sirencthened. Later reports indicated that he had assumed ascendancy 
over the Minister in questions of policy and held complete independence 
with respect to his ovn activities within the Legation, It is fair, then, | 
to assume that the activities of the Polish Legation as the year terminated 
raflected mare the views heid by Velker than by Drcohojowski concerning 
the mission of thai Jezation, 


In this connection, it can be stated that positive evidence is at hand 
that there was frequent contact between the Polish Iegation and officials 
of the Partido Popular, The Press Attacho, “ikinski, also has developed 
close association «ith those newspapers which are or tend to be anti- 
American in their oditorial polisy. He has been able to prepare material 
for publication alsost at will. ‘ikinski's success in maintaining a 
high degree of publisity on the economic, political and social progress 
of the "new Poland” in sections of the Mexico City press has been 
unequaled by any other Eastern European press representative. 


Althouch there is a relatively small and unorganized Polish colony in 
Mexico, and virtually a complets absence of camercial rehtions, the 
legation has spent a “airly sizeable amount of money and time on the 
preparation of reports which are designed to encourage at least commercial 
interchange, although no evidenow of any success was developed during 

the years 


It should be added that because of the social gregariousness of the 
Drcho;jowskis, they were able to auhieve a high degree of acceptability 

in the cultural and intelleotual strata of Mexican societ, which ia 

to a large extent dominated by members with very strong leftist tendencies. 


‘The Crochoslovakian Lesatiog. During the course of the year 1948 there 
were several important changes among the officers of the Czechoslovakian 
Legation, Following the Communist coup d'etat in Prague, in March 1948, 
the Minister, Vaclav Laska, and tha Commercial Attache, Jan Trebicky, 
resigned their respective pests in early April, declared themselves 
political exiles, and requested sanctuary from the Linistry of the In- * 
tavior, They were immediately granted permission to remain in Mexico 
and much favorable publicity was given them by the rightist press, 
Oldrich Maisr, wao replaced Laska as Minister, arrived in July 1948, He 
was accompanied by his wife, who is the daughter of Gzech Prime Minister 
Antonin Zapotecky and is an ardent Communist. 
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3runo Pitha, who held the title of Secretary and later Charre d'Affaires ‘ 
ig now assigned to the Czechoslovakian Legation in Rio de Janeiro, Ac~« 
cording to a very reliable source, Pitha is an ardent Communist, and one 
of his tasks in Rio will be to report on the activities of the Czecho= 
Slovakian <inister there, Pitha vas replaced in the fall “of 1948 by 
iyvgen Svrovatka, 


norbert Fryd, vi) served as Cultural Attache at the Czechoslovakian 
lesation until his departure on 3 september 1948, is no. attached to the 
Gzechoslovakian Consulate General in NewYork City. Fryd has been described 
a3 an intellizent and welleeducated person wio is not a convinced Com 
munist. It is revorted that le has no desire to return to Gzechoslovakia, 


The officials of the Czechoslovakian Levsation have been rek tively inactive 
during the last year. linister Maisr has en;aged in very few officiel 
acta except to .ppear in the name of his government in several of the 
Latin american republics at presidential inausurations, He is attempting 
to cultivate thn: soviet Ambbassador, Aleksandr N, Kapustin, 


The only other activity indulged in is of a propasandistic character, 

she present of/icials have beer: engaged in a losin; battle to maintain 
the Asociacion Checoeslcvaco-liexicana, but late in the year this associa~ 
tion was formally closed. However, they stil? maintain a press relations 
service supplying Czechcskovakian news to the >exican radio Station, 
“Tadio Comtinertal.” The mterial for this service is received directly 
fron the Kinissry of Trformation in Prasie via open airmail, 


After the departure of ‘orbert Fryd, ax obvious decline in the quality and 
quantity of Czechoslovakian cropazanda was noted, 


The Yugoslav iimsassy. The only important devel opnent within the Yucoslav 
Embassy in Lexico uity during 1948 was the departure on 26 September of 
Minko waspor, Counselor of the imbassv, and the arrival of Srecko Silovic, 
Yugoslav Minister. Jefore Rtas or's departure, he supervised the publica- 
tion of the monthly irforation bulletin, Yugoslavia. This was a poor 
imitation of the prepa.:anda bulletins prepared by the Soviet and Polish 
missions. It appeared infrequently and has since suffered a complete 
denise 4 , 


since the departure of Raspor, the activities of the Yugoslav Embassy 
have decreased to a point weere there is almost nothing of interest to 

oe covered, It is unquestionably the least effective and least active of 
the satellite diplomatic missions, The present isolated position of 
Yugoslavia vis-a-vis the Cominform and the satellite countrieg may ace@ 
sount for the complete lack of activity at the present time, 


ee ee 


From the above, it is immediately apparent that the Mexican Communist 
Party as such is not the most important facet of Commmism within Mexico, 
Rather it serves largely as a sounding board for the local distribution & 
Communist sropasangda, O1.i:4; to the peculiarities in liexican politics 
which have resulted from the stilledeveloping Revolution with its 
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continued pronises of sosial fulfillment, the Party still fails to attract 
any appreciable number of adherents fron among the Aree masses tho live 
in squalid poverty. 


39, However, the relatively weak status of the Party doses uot prevent the 
achievenent of some of its scoala. By this it is meant that the Party 
benefits fron other and larger forces within Mexico which are willing and 
able to serve the Communist cause in pursuit of their own goals, Vicente 
Lombardo Toledano, Lulalio Ibanez, Luis Gonez Ze, Vidal Diaz Munoz, 
Narciso 3assols and many others are able to further the Communist cause 
by setting up for themelves identical 50@a1s in many spheres of activity. 
The fact that these labor and political leaders are not members of the 
Party adds to their abilities to promulgate these aims as purely ‘iexican 
aid patriotic in character. With this advantage, they convert many more 
people to the progra:, advocated by the Part: than does the Party itself. 
The net result, particularly in the international realm, is that there 
are a considerable number of people in Hexice who are, wittingly or 
unwittingly, accepting the Moscow line, 


90. A study of the material contained in this report and the attached appendix 
leaves no doubt that, at least during 1948, Mexico was the scene of the 
most important Communist meetings in latin 4meriea., Three of these meetinzs 
were attended by kuropean delegates as well as representatives fran many 
Latin Anerican countries, At one of then in particular = the Tampico 
Congress = decisions were reached which are definitely a threat to the 
stratezic interests of the United States. All of then provided an op~ 
portunity for the meeting of leading Latin Averican Commmists for mutual 
sonsultation and discussion, as well as proclaiming the Communist line. 


91, Although the sovernnent of 'isuel Aleman has not been friendly or helpful 
to the Communist Party, it has allowed important figures such as Juan 
t‘larinello, Salvador Ocampo and Roberto Morena to operate freely and openly 
in flexico, As lon: as the government continues its policy of allowing 
these Coumumists to use Mexioo aa a locale for their gatherings and 
machinations, then Mexico will continue to retain ite present status ag 
a Isadin; Communist tactical area in the Western Hamisphere, 
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